
Then Jesus went into the temple and threw out all those who were selling and 

buying there. He pushed over the tables used for currency exchange and the chairs 

of those who sold doves.  He said to them, “It’s written, My house will be called a 

house of prayer. But you’ve made it a hideout for crooks.” People who were blind 

and lame came to Jesus in the temple, and he healed them. But when the chief 

priests and legal experts saw the amazing things he was doing and the children 

shouting in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were angry. They said 

to Jesus,   

 “Do you hear what these children are saying?” 

“Yes,” he answered. “Haven’t you ever read, From the mouths of babies and 

infants you’ve arranged praise for yourself?” Then he left them and went out of 

the city to Bethany and spent the night there.  

Jesus responded by speaking again in parables: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

king who prepared a wedding party for his son. He sent his servants to call those 

invited to the wedding party.  

 But they didn’t want to come.  

Again he sent other servants and said to them, ‘Tell those who have been invited, 

“Look, the meal is all prepared. I’ve butchered the oxen and the fattened cattle. 

Now everything’s ready. Come to the wedding party!”  

 But they paid no attention and went away.  

The rest of them grabbed his servants, abused them, and killed them. The king was 

angry. He sent his soldiers to destroy those murderers and set their city on fire. 

Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding party is prepared, but those who were 

invited weren’t worthy.  



Therefore, go to the roads on the edge of town and invite everyone you find to the 

wedding party.’ Then those servants went to the roads and gathered everyone 

they found, both evil and good. The wedding party was full of guests.  

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had left the Sadducees speechless, they met 

together. One of them, a legal expert, tested him.  

 “Teacher, what is the greatest commandment in the Law?”  

He replied, “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 

being, and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the 

second is like it: You must love your neighbor as you love yourself.  All the Law and 

the Prophets depend on these two commands.” 
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 “How terrible it will be for you legal experts and Pharisees! Hypocrites! You give 

to God a tenth of mint, dill, and cumin, but you forget about the more important 

matters of the Law: justice, peace, and faith. You blind guides! You filter out an ant 

but swallow a camel. “How terrible it will be for you legal experts and Pharisees! 

Hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and plate, but inside they are full of 

violence and pleasure seeking. Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup so 

that the outside of the cup will be clean too. “How terrible it will be for you legal 

experts and Pharisees! Hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs. They look 

beautiful on the outside. But inside they are full of dead bones and all kinds of 

filth.  

 You look righteous but inside you are full of sham and rebellion. 

 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem! You who kill the prophets and stone those who were sent 

to you.  



How often I wanted to gather your people together, just as a hen gathers her 

chicks under her wings. But you didn’t want that. Look, your house is left to you 

deserted. I tell you, you won’t see me until you say,  

 Blessings on the one who comes in the Lord’s name.” 

Now Jesus left the temple and was going away. His disciples came to point out to 

him the temple buildings. He responded, “Do you see all these things? I assure that 

no stone will be left on another. Everything will be demolished.” 

“But nobody knows when that day or hour will come, not the heavenly angels and 

not the Son. Only the Father knows. As it was in the time of Noah, so it will be at 

the coming of the Human One. In those days before the flood, people were eating 

and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark. 

They didn’t know what was happening until the flood came and swept them all 

away. The coming of the Human One will be like that. At that time there will be 

two men in the field. One will be taken and the other left. Two women will be 

grinding at the mill. One will be taken and the other left.  

 Therefore, stay alert!  

You don’t know what day the Lord is coming. But you understand that if the head 

of the house knew at what time the thief would come, he would keep alert and 

wouldn’t allow the thief to break into his house. Therefore, you also should be 

prepared, because the Human One will come at a time you don’t know. 

“Now when the Human One comes in his majesty and all his angels are with him, 

he will sit on his majestic throne. All the nations will be gathered in front of him. 

He will separate them from each other, just as a shepherd separates the sheep 

from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right side.  



But the goats he will put on his left. “Then the king will say to those on his right, 

‘Come, you who will receive good things from my Father. Inherit the kingdom that 

was prepared for you before the world began. I was hungry and you gave me food 

to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed 

me. I was naked and you gave me clothes to wear. I was sick and you took care of 

me. I was in prison and you visited me.’ “Then those who are righteous will reply 

to him,  

 ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink?  

  When did we see you as a stranger and welcome you, or naked and give you  

  clothes to wear? When did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 

“Then the king will reply to them, ‘I assure you that when you have done it for one 

of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you have done it for me.’ 

When Jesus finished speaking all these words, he said to his disciples, “You know 

that the Passover is two days from now. And the Human One will be handed over 

to be crucified.” 

Then the chief priests and elders of the people gathered in the courtyard of 

Caiaphas the high priest.  

 They were plotting to arrest Jesus by cunning tricks and to kill him.  

But they agreed that it shouldn’t happen during the feast so there wouldn’t be an 

uproar among the people.  
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